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Mr. Hunt, from the Committee on Armed Services, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 2552] 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 2552) to authorize the appointment of qualified women as physi- 
cians and specialists in the medical services of the Army, Navy, and 
Air Force, having considered the same, report favorably thereon with- 
out amendment and recommend that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to provide a degree of relief to the Army, 
Navy, and Air Force for their present shortage of medical, dental, 
and allied specialists personnel by making it possible more effectively 
to utilize the services of women who are qualified for commissioned 
rank in these fields. 

A similar bill, H. R. 4384, passed the Senate on June 6, 1949. The 
pending bill differs from H. R. 4384 in that it includes the Navy De- 
partment. The change to include the Navy Department is made at 
the request of the Department of Defense, which recommends the 
legislation. 

EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


At the present time neither the Army nor the Air Force can appoint 
women physicians and dentists in the Medical and Dental Corps of 
those services. The Army does have a Women’s Medical Specialists 
Corps, however, in which qualified specialists (therapists, dietitians, 
radiologists, parasitologists, etc.) can be appointed. This authority 
also applies to the Air Force. 

In the Navy the situation is just the reverse. The Navy Depart- 
ment does not have any Medical Specialists Corps for women but it 
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can appoint women physicians and dentists in the Medical and Dental 
Corps of the Navy on the same basis as it appoints qualified men 
except that there are certain promotion limitations applicable to 
women which are not applicable to men. 

This bill S. 2552 would authorize a uniform procedure for all the 
military services whereby qualified women physicians, dentists, and 
medical specialists could be appointed in the appropriate corps within 
the three services and in the Reserve components thereof on the same 
basis as men are appointed. Once appointed, these individuals would 
be thereafter subject to the same laws and parts of laws as are ap- 
plicable to male commissioned officers of comparable rank, specialty, 
and length of service. 


DEFENSE DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 


S. 2552 was recommended by the Department of Defense with the 
concurrence of the Bureau of the Budget. 

A letter from the Secretary of Defense to the chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Armed Services, dated January 23, 1952, is 
hereby made part of this report. 

AssISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, 
Washington D, C., January 23, 1952. 
Hon. Ricuarp B. Russe.u, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, United States Senate. 

Dear Mr. CHarrMAn: There are forwarded herewith a draft of legislation to 
authorize the appointment of qualified women as physicians and specialists in the 
medical services of the Army, Navy, and Air Force and sectional analysis thereof. 

This proposal is a part of the Department of Defense legislative p phos for 
1952 and it has been approved by the Bureau of the Budget. The Department 
of Defense recommends that it be enacted by the Congress. 


PURPOSE OF THE LEGISLATION 


The purpose of this proposed legislation is to provide for the maximum utiliza- 
tion of this Nation’s resources in medical professional fields so as to assure essential 
medical and dental care for members of the Military Establishment. The pro- 
posal would provide authorization to appoint qualified women in the Regular 
Army, Regular Navy, and Regular Air Force, and in the Reserve components 
thereof, as medical, dental, veterinarian, and medical service officers, subject to 
the same laws that now apply to the appointment of male commissioned officers 
designated to perform medical duties. 

The shortage of physicians, dentists, and veterinarians within the Department 
of Defense needs no further elaboration. There is also an acute shortage of 
specialists in sciences allied to medicine. There has been a keen interest in 
volunteer programs, designed to procure personnel in these fields, manifested by 
female specialists who are not commissionable under current statutes. In view 
of their interest and the critical shortage of personnel in their specialties, it is 
felt that they should be provided with an opportunity to contribute to this Nation’s 
defense in a status commensurate with their professional qualifications. 


LEGISLATIVE REFERENCES 


Legislation similar to this proposal was approved by the Bureau of the Budget 
and introduced in the Eighty-first Congress as 8S. 1687 and H. R. 4384. Hearings 
were held by the Armed Services Committee of the House of Representatives on 
H. R. 4384, and that bill, as amended, was passed by the House of Representatives 
on June 6, 1949. H. R. 4384 was also passed, in a different form, by the Senate 
on September 6, 1950. No further action was taken on the bill in the Eighty-first 
Congress. 
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COST AND BUDGET DATA 


The fiscal effect of the proposed legislation depends on the number and grades 
of those appointed. They will be paid the same pay and allowances as were 
authorized for male officers in like grade and length of service, and those eligible 
under the provisions of the Career Compensation Act of 1949 will receive the 
additional compensation provided therein. 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE ACTION AGENCY 


The Department of the Army has been designated as the representative of the 
Department of Defense for this legislation. 
Sincerely yours, 
CuHarLes A. CooLinGE. 
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